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Tyler Cukar, 38
Senior associate at FXCollaborative 

Mammoth redevelopments, eye-popping property sales and 
new skyscrapers make New York one of the world’s most excit-
ing real estate markets. Deliberate, thoughtful designs for the 
combined streetscape, parks and the public realm — the subject 
that Tyler Culkar has zeroed-in on throughout his career — are 
what make New York feel like a true community. 

A decade spent at Gotham-based firm FXCollaborative, where 
he helps direct the urban design team, has given Cukar many 
chances to enhance parks, plazas and pedestrian spaces, finding 
ways to thread together the city’s marquee buildings. 

He recently focused on redesigning Fifth Avenue, crafting a 
detailed vision for transforming the thoroughfare with landscap-
ing and pedestrian improvements, and that required a balance 
between the streetscape and stakeholder interests. For Cukar, a 
consensus builder, it was a perfect distillation of his approach, 
melding the needs of store owners and pedestrians, often dia-
metrically opposed, into a strong, singular vision that would 
make a visitor from Queens or Quito feel at home. 

“It’s very simple, but it has such a huge impact, and it’s some-
thing that can be taken across the city,” he said.

Cukar is also currently working with the New Rochelle Transit 
Center, trying to elevate the Metro-North terminus in a West-
chester County city that has seen an explosion in multifamily and 
mixed-use development, but needs better urban design and inte-
gration to help its downtown become a sought-after destination. 

During the dawn of a new administration in New York City 
— which appears poised to focus on urbanism, quality-of-life 
issues and non-car infrastructure like street diets and bike 
lanes — Cukar sees many opportunities to work on the ultimate 
urban canvas. Rezonings and redevelopments will suddenly 
create new pockets of more heavily residential space across 
New York City that need a new vision for shared public space. 

“The streets are where you live your life,” he said, “and, so, to 
be able to help shape those experiences, those destinations and 
those connectors, it’s really shaping people’s lives.” —P.S.

Raymond Fort, 38
Vice president at Arquitectonica

As the son of Arquitectonica founders Bernardo Fort-Brescia 
and Laurinda Hope Spear, perhaps Raymond Fort was des-
tined to become an architect. Still, he explored other interests, 
such as the trombone and painting, though none compared to 
architecture.

“I could place ideas onto the public realm and not just, say, on 
a canvas that maybe wasn’t seen anywhere,” Fort said. “There 
are so many different levels of architecture that you can prac-
tice. I saw an opportunity there to really carve my own path and 
explore my own interests within a very broad profession.”

Working alongside a team, Fort has come up with cre-
ative solutions to ensure that projects fit seamlessly into their 
neighborhoods.

Take the Mr. C hotel in Miami’s Coconut Grove neighbor-
hood. He elevated the building with columns. The move created 
an open-air parking lot underneath that met the city’s require-
ments and opened up the space to become a public pedestrian 
pathway through Coconut Grove. 

“Despite being a private project, it engages the public, 
whether you’re a hotel guest or just passing through on your 
bike,” Fort said. “We have to always consider the people who are 
ultimately going to use these projects to create something that 
is a benefit to the surrounding community.”

In South Beach, he helped design the Five Park condo tower, a 
tough undertaking. The architect had to satisfy a public wary of 
construction and accommodate the developers, who wanted to 
maximize the site and build tall. After 185 meetings, the result 
was a 43-story high-rise angled southwest to capture views of 
Brickell’s skyline for condo owners, and a 3-acre public park that 
also functions as a bioswale, absorbing stormwater and mitigat-
ing flooding. 

“Being the point person between the client, the politics, the 
neighbors, and trying to establish a design that I think ties all 
of this together, was one of the biggest challenges of my career,” 
Fort said. A few years later, he’s still proud of the results. —J.E.

James Dyer, 36
Senior associate at Elkus Manfredi Architects 

James Dyer grew up in the Boston suburb of Newton as the 
son of two architects, and he can’t really remember a time when 
he wasn’t going to enter the field. 

Which is exactly what he did after studying architecture at 
the University of Tennessee. He started at Boston-based Elkus 
Manfredi Architects about a week after graduation. 

Dyer worked initially on a range of competitions and pro-
posals, which often garnered more experience than anything 
else. For instance, he was for two and a half years part of a team 
designing facilities for the Boston-area proposal for the 2024 
Summer Olympics (which L.A. would ultimately win). He has 
also worked on projects across asset classes, involving hotels, 
offices and master-planned communities. 

That has included over the past year-plus a more than 400-
key hotel adjacent to the Palm Beach County Convention Center 
in West Palm Beach, Fla. The design of the $290 million proj-
ect involves blending it with both the convention center and 
the surrounding streetscape, and rendering it functional for 
many purposes — not least hosting a whole lot of people at 
once. Dyer has also assumed a leading role in Lyrik Back Bay, a 
450,000-square-foot, mixed-use, air rights-heavy project over 
several lanes of the Massachusetts Turnpike, plus subway lines, 
in Boston. You can imagine the technical prowess required. 

Finally, Dyer has carved a niche in designing student hous-
ing, itself a fast-growing niche in commercial real estate. That 
includes current projects at Northeastern University and the 
University of Virginia. Such work is often different than in other 
asset classes, where a single client or project manager is the 
point of contact. 

“Student housing is, due to the fact that, whichever college or 
university you’re working for, it’s such a multilayered organiza-
tion,” Dyer said.

Not that he minds. The Boston-based project architect on the 
cusp of his 37th birthday likes things busy and challenging: “I 
get a little nervous when things start to get quiet.” —T.A. 
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