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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts held a
competition to award one of the most desirable
suburban Boston development opportunities of the
past decade. The Elkus Manfredi design for an
elegant office park was selected as the winning plan
to redevelop this highly visible location, formerly the
MassHighway Depot. Named “Wellesley Gateway,”
the project houses the new corporate headquarters
for Harvard Pilgrim Health Care, a prestigious tenant
that just had been named the Number One HMO in
the country.

Because the site at the intersection of Routes 9

and 128 represented an important entryway into
Wellesley, the Town was deeply involved throughout
the process.

Using traditional brick and fieldstone materials,
Elkus Manfredi’s design of the 255,000-square-foot
corporate headquarters echoes some of Wellesley’s
most important civic buildings. Parking is invisible in
a low structure behind the main building. A three-
acre wildflower meadow set prominently at the front
of the site, backed by a fieldstone wall, eases the
scale and impact of the building, making Harvard
Pilgrim’s new headquarters a subtle presence and a
dignified gateway befitting the Town of Wellesley.

Photography: Justin Maconochie/Hedrich Blessing






