
elkus manfredi architects

novartis institutes for  
biomedical research

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Client: Novartis Institutes for BioMedical 

Research Inc.

Photography: Anton Grassl/Esto

This new headquarters for administrative offices 

completes Novartis Institutes’ research campus 

located on the site of the historic NECCO building in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts. In contrast to the 

adjacent 19th century candy factory which has been 

converted to 21st century research laboratories, this 

new construction represents the vision, bold 

initiative, and openness of one of the world’s leading 

biopharmaceutical companies.

Elkus Manfredi Architects designed both the building 

and its interiors. As the portal for Novartis’ campus, 

this administrative building is an icon within the 

heart of Cambridge’s scientific community and 

provides identity for the multi-national 

pharmaceutical company. The project, which is 

LEED-NC Gold rated, also fulfills important urban 

obligations by providing continuous retail at the 

street level and carefully framing visual access to the 

historic former power plant at the center of the 

interior courtyard. The program includes 65,000 

square feet of open, flexible office space.
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