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Award for Excellence, 2003
Urban Land Institute

ELKUS MANFREDI ARCHITECTS

THE INN AT PENN

University Square
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Client: University of Pennsylvania

Encompassing six city blocks adjacent to the
University of Pennsylvania, University Square makes
crucial connections and linkages between the
campus and the surrounding West Philadelphia
neighborhood. At the heart of University Square is
The Inn at Penn, a 259-room full-service hotel,
including banquet and meeting rooms, a restaurant
and bar, and the relocated University Faculty Club.
Hotel conference facilities include a 20-person
trustee boardroom, a mix of meeting spaces, and a
500-person ballroom. The six-story hotel, which
features views to Locust Walk on campus and to
downtown Philadelphia, sits above street-level retail
shops. The shops line the street edges and create

active, pedestrian-friendly streets.

Elkus Manfredi Architects provided the master plan
for University Square and complete architectural
design services for the Inn at Penn and the retail
components, collaborating with landscape
architects, Andropogen Inc., and hotel interior

designers, Brennan Beer Gorman Monk.

Photography: Peter Aaron/Esto
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